IF DR. JOHNSON were alive today, and if you were
to ask him his estimate of the amount of smdy needed
to learn rape editing, the Great Bibliographer would
probably snort derisively and explode, "Why, Sir! It is
simply the application of common sense!™ I agree with
this insidiously fictitious but typical pronunciamento of the
immortal Sam, with some reservations. Common sense
plus a little observation w#ll carry you through, and, in
rime, you can become an expert tape editor without
reading a word of what follows. You may, however,
shorten your labors considerably by reading about some
of the observations I have made over a period of ten years.
[ have tried to find reasons for what 1 have observed,
to tie the whole bundle up into a theory of rape editing
that, I think, makes sense — common sense, if you like.
An expert tape editor, whether he realizes the fact or
not, is interested in many things. He 1s very much con-
cerned with how he hears sounds, because his hearing is
his major editing tool. He senses that a great deal of
what we call "hearing” takes place in the brain, and varies
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according to the condition of the nervous system. He must
know something of speech and phonetics — do people say
"a second time” or “a secon’ time?” Under what condirions
would one version be used and not the other?

The expert tape editor may know nothing of music, but
it would help him in his work if he did know the funda-
mentals, ar least of musical nomenclarure and notation. He
should know how acoustical conditions vary, and the re-
sulting changes in sound. He would profit from widening
his knowledge of every phase of sound, hearing, .physical
acoustics, and psychoacoustics.

Probably the best way to begin to learn rape editing
is to learn to recognize speech sounds when played at
very low tape speed, that is, at the speed the tape travels
when you turn the reels by hand. About all you will be
able to recognize at first will be the characteristic "sh”
of some "s” sounds. The rest will sound like a series of
Erumhleg, animal noises, and gasps. One must learn to
differentiate berween these sounds and to know what each
sound would be if the tape were traveling at normal speed.
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